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8 Presbyterians Plea. 


oy ton 


HE late extraordinary Marks of your Peng 
dad Goodnefs towards us, wich the Con- 
currente of the L—s ff in rejeckin 
the Bill of the Houſe of Commons for Pre- 
venting Occaſional Conformity, have put us 
upon cheſe Two main Conſiderations. 77 , Whether 

our I. ps flung out that Bill upon 1 
rinciples of true Piety and Juſtice, Wh . ard to tlie 
Purity of the Doctrine we profeſs, as being | und Mem- 
bers 87 the true Catholick and A 1 5 Church 2 Or 
Secondly, Whether it was the Effect of ſome Tempora 
and Worldly Conſideration, in order to ſerve a Turg 
in. this preſent Juncture, and to make uſe of us at this 
T ime; with Intentions to animadvert more ſeverely u 
on us "hereafter, when our Aſſiſtance may be a 
leſs neceſſary, and the Succeſs of this chargeable War 
ſhall ſo far anſwer your Hopes and Defires, that you 
ſhall think your ſelyes under a ſettled and permanent 
Security, not to be dan 

We from Abroad? 4 


vigor A 2 


My 


hl e FP: * . 


45 


My L — ;, We have thought our ſelves under ſome 
Obligation to make ſome Enquiry into theſe Two Points 
impartially, that we might take the more ſteddy Reſolu- 


tions of paying our juſt rhe L de ( in ſome 
Meaſure ) proportionable to the Bene | 


with a due regard to your L +— ps good Intentions, 


we have taken into our Conſi e (as bein neareſt 
at hand) with how much Zeal the Bill againſt 
Conformity was promoted in the laſt Seſſions, a 
narrowly it then eſcaped being paſt into an Act. We 
confi ar ho that the - —-— of C wen bei 
elentatives of the Nation, it ſeem'd to I 
75 Defire of the People, ec the ll ſbodid g 
Ea up to your I. — pb duſe y Wit a K nd of 
opulg, and. the Qreen her 5 05 101 only 
ſedly of the Church of Exgland as b y Law eſtabli 
and had f Bren repeated. Afi 
80 a Eb: Fedde Mc 


910 2 gory, 9010 e . 117 x 
2 


withſtanding all x lis Fand . ahl mint be ſaid 
they both miſcarried in your Houſe, ' It is certain, that 


4.3 doeſs, in concurr nes with,t 
Plone ot bis * 2 81 15 "Blok iy Trom 7580 10 js 1 0 5 


Ss, we mult acknowledge, our 

kind of Achat, When we confi a — 2 
Majority of the LI 288 —1 joined with 1 a 
fc ps in 9h Preſeryation. 


299% D 68 
"T4 Ii erbe. e ever the f be ag va. 
ified d"You as Perfons Ech with al ce Oha 1 
becoming your great Characters. "62 ki know you to 

, 1 Eminently 


po gh Fear 


- * 


« © , 
Eminently Pious, Juſt, and Honourable, and in ſhort, moſt. 
worthy, of the Honours you poſſefs, and the High Places, 
you fill : But give me leave to ſay, that Learning, eſpe 
cially in Eccleſiaſtical, and Spiritual Matters, ſeems ts be 
more parcicularly the Partage of the L s the B -—- ps: 
They are the Perſons 2ppointed; (as they ſay by Divine 
Inſtitution, to be our Spiritual Guides, they are our Spi- 
Titual Governours, they have their Cities and their ſtrong. 
Holds, they are fortify'd with ſtrong Bulwarks and Ram- 
parts, well Garniih'd with ſtore of Ecclefiaſtical Canons 
beayy charged with  Eccleſtaſtical | enſuxes, and Penal 
Laws; the) have their Inferior Officers, their Deans, and 
Chapters, and many others too well known among us. 
they had long kept up their darling Perſecuting Power, and 
all theſe Furniſhed, and Preſerved to them by Law. _ 
„ ore 0 arts tr, 56 oa 7 $199! 10 46) ch arr ed 
Now, My L—s, it ſeems wonderful in our Eyes, how 
it ſhould come to paſs, that theſe very Lords the Biſhops, 
ſhould Faun and againſt the ſenſe of the whole Na- 
tion, diſmantle their own Garfiſons, throw down their 
own Rulwarks, and permit us, who had been lookt vp; 
on as their Enemies, and had been, the chief Objects of 
their perſecuting Power, to enter in among them (not 
to ſay upon them). by the ſame Breach which they them- 
Telves had made, This Amuzement of ours was raiſed 
by fo, mich the more, by how much they feem'd to have 
ated icortrary tothe Univerſal Senſe and Practice of all 
N 50 R gr Principle has been ad her'd to with 
leſs. Exception to it, than, that of being true to our omm In- 
tereſt. whether in ſingle Perſons, or Societies, in Spiritu- 
al, or in Civil Affairs, and yet, my I. 5, (if we may 


„ 


believe their own Friends) after Fourſcore Millions given to 


Freſerve. their Church, and one of the b.ſt Bills broyght in to de- 
Fird That Bhat chin dey hey. 55 
themlelyes,; who Pere look®, upon as its great Conſervar 


a ww — \ SAL tors, 


. 
= 


- * Pp yy 
P1J\IAT: 1 


6 
tors, en (as we aid) to conttadict the moſt Natur, 
and by Se the moſt N Principle of 
Mankind. | 


For obr own parts, we ſhall make no difficulty to afſur 
your J. ps that we have been, and are, and ſhall 8 


Eternally true to our own Intere and tho“ we have ſome- 
times Remonſtrated againſt Acts of Cor ormity and ni for- 
mity in other Caſes, yet no Societie of Men are more Uni- 
form in maintaining this Principle than our ſelves, whether 
we regard our Temporal or our Spiritual Concerns. What 
Interpretation then ſhall we make of ſo unpreſiden 
and unaccountable an Action? We have thought ſome- 
times (upon this occaſion) that thoſe Great, Pious and 
Learned Men, the . — 8 8 1 might be tonched 
with a true ſenſe of our Merits, as well as of the Purity 
of our Doctrine, who are now admitted into their Com- 
munion : And indeed my s (ſpeaking without Vani- 
ty) we may preſume to ſay, that we are not altogether 
undeſerving this mark of Juſtice and Gratitude, which we 


Hope your L —— ps had in your Thoughts, whi | you 
twice caſt out the Bill of Occaſional nao, 4 
Give us leave therefore to mind your L- ps of ffs 


few remarkable Inſtances wherein we have been hight 
Serviceable to the Church of Exgland ; we ſhall not 

yond the Memories of ſome al "Iiving, nor the know: 
ledge of any that has been never (d little acquainted with 
our Modern Hiſtories : We ſhall therefore date our Servi- 
ces from the Beginning, to the End of he Reign of 8 
Charles the Firſt. at ax Cebrieird we, tied gre lod 

It is well know, "how that Uuafertenzte pipe 9 


id, influenced fo 'twas thoug gh) byt rhe ene 
Prieſts which ſhe had about her) me univerſa 85 
noxious 


(97) | 
noxious to his. People, upon the pretence of his being 
_ (atleaſt) Popiſbly AﬀeFed. The often ſuſpending the Pe- 

nal Laws in favour of Prieſts Convict, and other Favours 
ſhown to Papiſts, encreaſed the Peoples Fears and Jealou- 
ſies, together with their Animofities, till at laſt he was 
look d upon to be a very Papiſt himſelf, and moſt of the 
I. — ds S8 — 1, F opiſbly Affedted We beſeech your 
L -—— ps to Recollect with your ſelves, who or what Par- 
ty it was, that delivered your Church and the People from 
that molt imminent danger of (the worſt of all Evils) Po- 
pery. Wha:they, were that ventur'd their Lives and For- 
tunes, and the Joſs. of their deareſt Blood for your Securi- 
ty, and (in a word, when all other means ſeem d either 
impracticable, or unſatisfactory ) they were that brought 
that unhappy Prince to the Seaffold, rather than ſuffer Po- 
per y to over- run the Proteſtaat Church of Zng/and > We 
could mind the L-+5 the B--—5$ alſo; of ſame of their 
owff Predeceſſors who came much to the ſame End, upon 
the ſame Account, and leaſt there ſhould remain any Re- 
licks of Popery among them to the diſturbance, or danger 
of the Church of Erg/and; Who were they, My I. — 3 
that turned their Whole Order and Ordination out of Houſe 
and Home (as we ſay) for the Preſervation of the whole 
Body, which bad not yet been tainted with that dangerous. 


Infection of Popery. a l 

© We beſeech your L———p6to remember alſogrhether 
during the Government of the Protector, Popery. was not 
Perſecuted with more Violence than ever, and Whether the 


prehenfion; | of 


tion ? 


We acknowledge; my , that we have fince heen 
much cenſut d by Cmopmongont elec nnen 
acc days 


— 


3 
Hays over Oficious in the putſuit of your Security, and 
that things were carried on with too much Violence, even 
to the laſt Extremity: It is true, theſe hard Cenſures grated 
a little upon us, eſpecially from People who had reaped 
the Benefit of our Miſchrriages. But, my L-—s, to make 
tome Atonement for what might have been done before 
amiſs, pleaſe to conſider again, who it was that reſtored 
and ſetled his Son, King Charles II. upon the Throne! We 
. muſteverown, that (howſoever he treated his old Friends 
he Was ever Grateful to a, we were put into Places of Truſt, 
Honour, and Profit, and during our Adminiſtration of 
Affairs, we were ſo sollicitous for the Eſtabliſhment” and 
Glory of the Church of England, that we permitted the 
good B — ps to be Recalled and Seated" in their Places, 
and their Lands (which had been Alineated, and bought 
by ſome of our own Party for valuable Conſiderations, 


tho; we were but in a manner were Truſtees) to be reſto- : 
red Gratis to them. | 


? Theſe, any L , were our Juſt and euro Proceed- 
Ings-in Relation to the Church of England, till at laſt, 


That very Church® (forgetting the Obligation ſhe had to us 
their Lips got ſo much Credit with that King, (whic 


they uſed to our Deſtruction) that his Majeſty turn'd 
us all out of his Favour and Employments, ſet the Church 
of England Party over our Heads, and at laſt (taking the 
Advantige by Nu Warrants sand forfeittre of Charters 

he had made ſuch Targe ſteps towards the New Modelling 
the Government,” that our Deſtruction ſeem d almoſt Ine- 
vitable, when it pleaſed God to take him into another 


World. This, my I. —s, is matter of Fact, and truly known 
to you all. £11011 


Upon the Death of King Charles II. his only Brother 
12 n known by many and believed' by all 


| (9) 
be a Zealous Papiſt yet by the general Conſeht of the 
Church of Erxgland, as well as of ourſelves, he was Admit- 
ted, Proclaimed, and Crowned King of England, and 
Anointed by the Hand of his Grace the Archbiſhop of 
| Canterbury himſelf; all things went proſperouſly with 
that Prince for the firſt Year of his Reign; your L -— ps 
and the Parliament ſtuck cloſe to him: But his Majeſty, 
having duly and well confider'd our former Behaviour 
and Deſerts, and being of a Principle averſe to Perſe- 
cution for Conſcience ſake in Matters purely Spiritual 
| (which he had learnt from our Saviour himſelf and his 
Apoſtles) he demanded of his Parliament (after a manner 
a little more peremptory than uſual) that the Penal Laws 
might be taken off, that Liberty of Conſcience might be 
granted in a Parliamentary way; and in order to fa- 
cilitate this, his Majeſty thought fit to put ont his Roy- 
al Declaration in Favour of Liberty of Conſcience, en- 
joining the Biſhops to read, or cauſe it to be read in their 
ſeveral Dioceſſes all over the Kingdom, that his People 
might know (as it were from his own Mouth) the Truth 
and Sincerity of his pious Intentions. hs 


.- Your L-— ps remember very well, that the Biſhops 
generally refuſed to read, or cauſe his Majeſty's Decla- 
ration to be read, which was a kind of Spiritual R— 
lion; and that the Biſhops incurred a Premunire for 
their Diſobedience to their Supreme Ordinary, and in a 
moſt particular manner, Head of their Church, over all 
Things, and in all Caſes, and over all Perſons, Eccle- 
ſiaſtical as well as Temporal. Their L — — ps could 
not, or ought not to be ignorant, That all Sovereign 
Powers have an undoubted Right and Authority within 
their own Dominions, to command or reſtrain whatſocver 
is not poſitively forbidden or commanded by the expreſs 
Law of God. They _— have conſulted the Learned 


Grotins, 


in our Councils, Popery was in our Houſes, Popery was 


(10) 


Grotivs, a Proteſtant, upon this Point, in his Treatiſe 
De Imperio ſummarum Poteſtatum circa Sacra, where he de- 
clares poſitively for what has been already ſaid, and 


gives many Examples, both of Pagan as well as Chriſtian 


mperors, who have by their own Authority, and de 
ure, commanded or forbidden Things in Eccleſiaſtical 
fairs, which were not contrary to the expreſs Law of 
God ; and this had been frequently done, as a Right in- 
herent in the Pagan Emperors, even among their Chri- 
{tian Subjects. So that their L ps would have ſtood 
ſelf- condemned before all the World, if they had not 
found out (by their quick and exquiſite Senſe in ſuch 
Caſes) that this Declaration ſmell'd rank of Popery, 


Now it was, that the ſuper-imminent Danger of Po- 
pery began to touch their L——-— ps; Popery was 


a-top of our Houſes, and a profeſs'd Papiſt at the Head 
over all. Several of the Biſhops were ſummon'd before 
the King and Council, and admoniſhed of the Premunire 
they had incurred. They adhered to their Difobedience, 


upon which they were informed, that they muſt give in 


Bail, or at leaſt pals their Words, that they would ſub- 
mit to a Tryal at Common Law at the King's Bench- Bar. 
They refuſed: Upcn which they were told, that by 
Courſe of Law, they would be committed to Priſon, and 
earneſtly deſired not to bring things to Extremity ; this is 
what they would be at, and accordingly ſome of them 


were ſent to the Tower, 


We all know, my L 


s, how heinouſly this was 


taken, as the Effect of Popery, and its Deſign to deſtroy 

the Church of England; The whole Body, generally 
ſpeaking, reſented this Act to the laſt Degree, and lookt 
upon it as an open Invaſion upon their Church. 


The 


The B—ps themſelves managed the Order for their Im- 
priſonment with all the aggravating Circutnſtances ima- 
ginable, the better to raiſe the Indignation of the People 
againſt Popery and a Popiſh King. They turn'd off their 
Servants, ſold their Goods, took their laſt Farewel of 
their Friends, and made their Laſt Wills and Teſtaments, 
as if they had gone directly to Martyrdom, in Defence of 
their Church, againſt the viſible and violent Invaſion of 
Popery upon the Nation. | 


Your L ps muſt needs know how aCttve we were, 
(contrary to our own Intereſt, and the Gratitude we owed 
the King, who then, and afterwards ſuffer'd for our 
fakes) your L. ps, I ſay, muſt needs know how we 
ery d up the Zeal of the Biſhops for the Support of the 
Proteſtant Religion, how we clamoured againſt the Vio- 
lence done to their Sacred Order by a Popiſb King and his 
Popiſh Council; how we animated our own Party, and 
encouraged yours, and at length, when their L ps 
were brought to their Tryals at the King's Bench-Bar, 
let it never be forgotten how Our Party fill'd the Palace- 
Terd and Weſtminſter-Hall it ſelf; how we made a Lane 
for the Towering Biſhops to come, as it were in Triumph, 
to their Tryals ; and how we our ſelves, who had never 
as yet bowed the Knee to Baal, yet nevertheleſs upon 
this Occaſion, we fell all down upon our Stumps, and 
received the Bleſſing which their good I. — ps gene- 
rouſly gave us, when upon another Occaſion we ſhould 
as oon have received Holy Water from the Hand of an 
Idolatrout Papift ; ſo that we ſtuck at nothing to ſecure 
the Church of Exgland from this preſſing Danger of 


Popery. & 


soon after this, when their L-— ps were at Liberty 
and had gained this Point, but ſtill wonderfully appre- 
q B 2 benſive 


* | 
9 Popery, One of Them, together with ſome of 
England, to be their Saviour and Protector againſt Popery. 
This appears by his Highneſs's Declaration, which could 


not contain any Untruth. All this while we concurr'd 


with, their L —— ps, we never abandon'd them, and 


were our ſelves a kind of a Guard to defend their Sacred 


Perlons, until at length (to paſs. by many material Cir- 
cumſtances) his Highneſs Landed, the King retired, 


was made a Priſoner, and at laſt he made his Eſcape 
into France. . $2 | 


Now it was that ſeveral of the Nobility and Clergy 
aſſembled at Gui/d-hall in the City of London, where 
our Party was moſt prevalent, and there folemnly invited 
the P of O - to Town, in order to take the Pro- 
tection of the Church and State upon himſelf. So Zea- 
lous were their L ps to prevent the. great Danger of 
Popery, and to. eſtabliſh their own Security by Our Aſ- 
ſiſtance, that they did not ſo much as reflect that they 
invited a:Prince to proteF their Church, who was a re- 
puted E y to it, and a Natural Born D- Man, and 
2S$——t (tho'a P- ce) to a Common-w—th' (always 
our , moſt; powerful R- al, and oftentimes our declared 
E y) to defend our Liberties and Properties, and to 


adyance the Honour, Wealth, Trade and Proſperity of | 
a Nation which they always h d. | 


L278 


We deſire your L— ps to conſider after what manner 


we gave you this our confiderable and ſeaſonable Aſſi- 


ſtance, not as heretofore, by running into open Rebellion 
for your ſakes, we had been ſufficiently ſnub'd for that 
by your ſelves; but, my L - s, we only aſſiſted you 
with Our Councils and Countenance, we made Tos the im- 
mediate Inſtruments of yow Own Preſervation, and re- 


ſigned 


17 


ſigned entirely up to you the Honour, as well as the Ad- 
vantage, of ſo Glorious an Action. I hope, my L—- s, 
it will not be deny d that this was a high piece of Gene- 
rofity, and well becoming the Beſt of your Friends, and 
that you will not Reproach us henceforward fo grievouſly 
you formerly have done, with the Odious Crimes of 
Sedition \Rebellion, or Fighting againſt, or Depoſing our 
Lawful Kings, if we believe them Guilty of Male Admi- 
iſtration, and eſpecially if we will think our Religion is 
in Danger. | 


We Remember indeed, and were not a little ſurpriſed, 
to find ſome among your ſelves declaring, and publiſhing 
that you had given the moſt fatal Blow to your Church 
that ever had fallen upon it ſince the Reformation, and 
your Fabliſhment, (ſpme have made much the ſame Re- 
flections upon your late juſt Proceedings, in rej.ting the 
Bill of, Occaſional Conformity, but let that paſs for the 
preſent) and that this was done by your Backſliding and 
en moſt Glorious and Diſtinguiſhing Prin- 
ciple of Loyalty, and Indiſpenſable adherence to the next 
Heir in the right Line, Whether Proteſtant or Papiſt, Few 
or Pagan ; you had declared that the Government of ſuch 
a King, was de Jure Divino ſupported by the Laws of God 
and Man, that his Perſon, and Character or Office were 
not to be ſeperated, that neither of them was to be Vio- 
lated, nor Violence committed againſt them, upon ary 
Pretence or Cauſe whatſoever; you had confirmed this by 
publick Acts in the Caſe of King Charles I. upon the Reſto- 
ration of his Son, and in purſuance of this Infallible and 
Sound Doctrine, your Pulpits almoſt all over the Nation, 
beat up the D &rines of Paſive Obedience and Non 
Re ſiſtance, the Preſſes of London were almoſt totally Em- 
ployed upon the ſame Subject: Your Thebæan Legion was 
let up as a Light upon a Mountain to Guide and Direct ts 


614) 
in the true way of Loyalty, they were well nigh ador'd 
as Martyrs and Confeſfors, in that they made no Reſiſtance, 
tho' they had it in their Power, when themſelves and 
their Religion alſo, were both unjuſtly Perſecuted by Hea- 
then Emperors, yet my L- s, it muſt be confeſt, that 
immediately upon the Revolution, your Doctrine of Paſ- 
five Obedience was turned into Ridicule, your Thebear Le- 
gion was kick d down Hill with Indignation and Contempt, 
and themſelves lookt upon as Sots and Fools for not 
Reſiſting the Violence of their Lawful Emperors. 


My L—-s, we ſhonld not have touch'd upon this fort 
if we had not ſome Reaſon to believe, that (by a kind of 
Innendo) theſe Reflections are like to fall upon 26, and our 
Party, as if we had given our Aſſiſtance and Countenance 
with no better intent, than to make your ſelves the Inſtru- 
ments of jour own Deſtruction, and to bring ſo great a 
Scandal upon that very Church which we had ſo often 
Endeavoured to preſerve ; and in ſhort (to uſe a courſe 
Expreſſion, but common Cant) that in Fffect we had Bub- 
led your good L God knows our Hearts, how 
any ſuch deſign was Remote from our good Intenti- 
ons. 


But, My L—5s, to clear this point, and free our ſelves 
from ſuch an Odious Aſperſion, we could bring many 
parallel Caſes and Examples, which would more than ah- 
ik folve us, but we ſhall fix upon One, becauſe it is an 
8 adjudged Caſe. The Monkey, My I., took by force 
ii the Cats Claw to pull a Cheſtnut out of the Fire, which 
when done was of no Benefit to Grimalkin, or the Puſ. 
The Cat brings her Action againſt the Monkey. The Que- 
ſtion was, Whether the Action was well laid. And it was 
Judged by the whole Body of the Law for the Plaintiff; 
and that the Action was well laid, inaſmuch as the 


Monkey 


En! 
Money entred vi & armis, upon the Body of the Cat by 
which ſhe was Mutilated in her Members, without any 
proſpect of Advantage. But, My Ls, it was alfo 
then and there declared for Law, that if the Monkey, 
by Perſuaſſont, or any good Reaſons, or Counſels had pre- 
vailed upon the Cat voluntarily to have done the ſame 
Act. in order to oblige the Money, the Action had not been 
well laid, and notwithſtanding any Miſchief ſuffer'd by 
the Plaintiff, the Defendant had been acquitted, and the 
Cat muſt have paid Coſts and Charges. We (hall on- 
ly Mention one Caſe more, and the rather, becauſe it 
was Solemnly Debated by the Doctors of both Faculties, 
I mean, of the Canon and Civil Law. It was the Caſe 
of poor Ophelia, The Queſtion was, She being found 
Dead in a River, whether ſhe was felo de ſe, and by con- 
ſequence ought to have Chriſtian Burial ; but the Caſe be- 
ing. we ſuppoſe, as well known to your L ps as to 
our ſelves, we (hall trouble you no farther with it. 


Thus, My L s, you ſee that we ſtand fully acquitted 
in the Judgment of the Law from that foul Aſperſton, at 
leaſt as far as parallel Caſes can clear us. + 

Ani 

And now, My L-—-s, give us leave to proceed to the 
Glorious Reign of that Invincible Monarch and Hero, 
K. — in which we ſhall give two ſuch Nota- 
ble Inſtances of our Zeal and earneſt Endeavours, to pre- 
ſerve the Church of Ergland from Popery, that the moſt 
Malicious Tongues muſt withdraw themſelves into their 
Foul Months, except to publiſh our Eternal Glory, and 
fincere Affections to your Church Eſtabliſhed by 


Soon after our Great K-— W-— was Crowned, his 
firſt publick Action, in relation to Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
was 


616) | 
was to eſtabliſh ont Brethren, the Kirk in Scotland, which" 
now became the Church of Scotland eftabliſhed by Law (a 
ſure Mark that it is the true Church) as yours had been 
before of England. After this (well knowing our great 
Merits, both as to our Loyalty and the true Principles of 
our Religion) His late Majeſty K. / — made it his 
buſineſs to introduce Us into his Court, into his Coun- 


cils, and into his Parliament, till in a ſhort Time we fill'd 
Court, Council and Parliament. | 


About that time it was, that the late K. Fames, not be- 
lieving that he was legally Abdicated, but had till a 
Right to recover his Three Kingdoms, he made a Deſ- 
cent into Ireland, which he left much as he had done 
England. Scotland was ſoon up in Arms, and his Party 
began to look dangerous, the dreadful Deſign of La Hogue 
came violently upon us. All which, put the C — of 
E into ſo great an Afright for fear of Popery, and 
an inj ur d King entring upon us, that in order to ſecure 
themfelves againſt ſo near and viſible a Danger, they 
once more made their Application to Us, now in great 
Eſteem and Power. We received them, my L. ——8, 
with a tender and Brotherly Affection, and being inform- 

ed by themſelves what was to be done for their Service, 
they all agreed. that nothing could prove more effectual 
for their Security, than to get an Act paſſed to exclude 
the ſaid King James, and all his Popiſh Succeſſors and to 
ſettle the Crown upon the next Proteſtant Heir by Name, 
that the Danger of Popery might be removed quite out of 
their Sight. My L s, we did not ſo much as boggle 
at it, but obtain'd an Act of Settlement Verbatim ac- 


2 to their Deſires, and they now enjoy the Bleſſing 
of it. | | 


| The 
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f The next great Inſt nee of our Security for your preſer- 
vation,C «hich indeed may be called the Crown of all tue 
reſt, being accompanied with extraordinary Circumſtan- 
ces) hapned to fall out ſoon after, the Death, of the 
laces K. 7 — , your 'L — ps knew very well (and 
the Nation was highly ſenfible of the Affront) how the 
French King, almoſt as ſoon as K. 7 — . Expired, took 
upon him very Avrogantly, to declare that Young Gentle- 
man K. of EE 4 whom he had acknowledged to * 
have been the true H. ef V „ during his Fathers 
Life, und hy canſequence: the Rightfn/ H and K — after 
His Deceaſe. This, My L 5, gave occaſion to ſo many 
Addreſſes, and in ſhort, brought (in a great Meaſure) this 
zt War upon us, to Revenge the Affront done 
to the whole Nation, and particularly to his late Majeſty 


This Accident, My L—s,Alarm'd the Church of Exg- 
land to the laſt degree; for when they had conſidered 
that the F-—b M——h was very Powerful, and had 
aqw drawn-the Succeſſion of that vaſt Monarchy of Spain 
into the Houſe of Bourbon, in the Perſon of his Grandſon 
the Duke of Aujon, and that moſt probably they would 
Both Unite, to the Support of a Prince, whom they 
had: Both Owned and Declared, and had Actually made 
their Complements accordingly ; then it was, My L—-s, 
that your Church was under no lefs Apprehenſions of the 
Return of Popery, both as to the nearneſs of the Ap- 
proach, - as its terrible Effects, than the Dreadful 
Had Iriſh Maſſacre, about the time of the Re- 


ary 5h FIT 1 f : 237 15 1 
Well, My 1, What did the Church of Eagland do 
in this Extremity > Why trul 3 did, as She often- 


(18) | 
times had done before, She made her Applications to 2. 
her ſteddy Friends, and in few Words] SHhe?1et us II, 
that nothing now could ſecure Her, or at leaſt prevent 
her Fears, but an Act of 4bjuration; that is to ſay, that 
we ſhould paſs an Act to Renounce and Aſjure the pretend- 
ed Prince of Wales by Name, that Ou himſelf might now 
be brought in as a Witneſs, as well as a Judge df our 
Endeavours to preſerve the true Catholick and Apoſto- 
lick Church of Exgland from the Invaſion of Superſtiti. 
on and lolatry. We muſt confeſs, My .— s, that th 
was a great Tryal, and our Stomachs began ia Aittie“it 
grumble _ the point, for hitherto we had Had Hetle th 
do with G— Al-— 5: Bat however, that nothing might 
ba wanting on our parts to 3 vou, and aſſiſt you in 
your greateſt Diſtreſs, a Bill was brought in according to 
your deſires, and it paſt both Hoũſes wich as mueh Ex. 
pedition as moſt had ever paſt before. But it ſo hap- 
ned, that our Invincible M h lay at that very In- 
ſtant upon his Death-Bed, and could not poſſibly come to 
your Houſe to give the R—1 A- t, your I ps, 
ſeem'd then to be in a very deplorable and deſperate 
Condition, not knowing, or rather much fearing, what 
might happen in the next 8. an, upon the irreparable 
tofs of out Protector and Saviour, rt. 
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Now, My/L— s, who was it but on ſolves, that relie- 
ved yen in this -yourilaſt-Dxtremity; it was me our ſelves 
that prevailed with the expiriag MA hy: who Cater 
ding to the Judgments of his Phyſicians) hall ſcaret ti 
to look after his own E- nal 8 tion, yet inevertheſeſs 
we obtained of him, for your ſakes; to grant a Commiſ- 
ſion, and appoint Delegates to paſs that very Bl iatò an 
Ad, wliich accordingly was done; ſoon after which, that 
great M h gave vp the Bhoſt. 3 5 6 
e e „e un Ou (3111910701 elf) 1 
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We ſhould now finiſh, with his never too much Lamen- 
ted Death, this long Account, which, with Modeſty and 


Truth, we have laid before your L ps of thoſe Sig- 
nal Actions committed by us in Fauour of the Church of 
Exgland, and which we hope we may well call Merito- 
riows ; but we beg your L-—— ps Patience for one Mo- 
ment longer, that we may mind you of a very Friendly 
and Eadearing Office which we performed from time to 
time during the whole Reign of K —— W-—, in which 
we ſearce miſt any Opportunity of ſerving you. a 


7 Fin: n. ö * l 
We found, My ., that the many Occaſions which 
you had to conſult with 2, and ask our Aſſiſtance, began 
to be, not only troubleſome to you, but alſo ſuſpected, 
and not a little Sc zed at the intimate Correſpon- 
dence which they perceived had been carried on between 
you and #4; to prevent therefore all manner of Difficul- 
ties and Reproach which might have fallen upon you; 
and yet put our ſelves in a better poſture to ſerve you, 
it is evident, My . —, that out of pure Friendſhip to 
on, we promoted from time to time, during the whole 
eign of K the moſt AddiFed and Devoted 
to our Intereſt and Religion, to all Places and Employ ments 
both in Church and State, even from the Higheſt to the 
Loweſt „ as far it was in his M ies Power to 
prefer them; and-all this we did to the very intent and 
purpoſe, that they being intimately ear and dear unto 
your L ps in all places, they might (as it were) by 
certain Pipes and Kennelle, conveigh your L ps 
Commands to us, as the great Receptacles of Favour and 
Power, and after ſuch a manner, that few did, or could 
take notice, much leſs Offence, at the ſtrict Correſpondence 


between us. 
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This, w my —, is a high Strain of Courteſy and Good- 
neſs, which can hardly be parallePd ;' aud We appeal to 
your L- ps, whethet upon her Majeſty's Aeceſſion 
to the Throne, you did not obſerve Men of e inciples 
very numerous in your Houſe, as well as in in many other 
great Employmeats be, GE Who” hole 
Nl cg | | W 


We need not mind your [aid ee wee? manner 
we have acted ſince her MO M—y's happy Ac on 
to the Th=ne, Her bwn' great Gn towards us, is'a 
ſufficiegt evidence of the good Opinion ſhe is pleaſed to con- 
eeive of us, and our fincere: Aﬀe&ion towards the Church 
of England. We might offer Inſtances to prove 'this 
Truth; but, my mn let this laſt Mark of our Inte- 
grity and ſpecial Care for ihe Preſervarion of the Chu 
England "be Infar Omnium. Lour E ps are: 
aue of tlie great D5viſiess ancl Sabie in rho Church 
England, and their Animoſities are grown; to that heighth, 
that they are in a fair way to endanger the whole. Now, 
my L s, whar can be. the on df sur great Dil 
gence and Practiſes, (for which — 2 ' us may BE Gall s 
account) but to procure a Ma) 'of--worthy Members 
to ſerve in this next Parliament, except it be to frike in, 
and join with that ſound part of the Church of Exg/end, ac. 
cording to her preſent Eſtabliſhment, in Oppoſition to your 
High Flyers, your Non Jurors, Jacobites and ac "his 
is 10 evident, that we think | it ane Proof. ct 27 q 
( 9923-36211 uy 03 

we ſhall not N your "Opinions: concerning hy 
Purity of our Doctrine, ſince you have ſolemnly admit- 
ted us, or at leaſt qualified us to enjoy any manner of 
Employments whatſoever, among you; we ſhall-therefore 


end our redo into the Firſt Conſideration, which 
0 as 4 ſufficico Anſwer to the Second; yet, 
| my 


7; lerve 


(210 


my , we muſt once more erave leave to ſpealc 
one Word or two as to that Point, and we have done. 


The Queſtion is, Whether your J. — 5p, flung out the 
eforeſaid, Bills apan am Worldly or Temporal Deſign, in order 
£8: erde 4 preſent Tara; &c. My I., we think our 
ſelves obliged to purge you from any ſuch mean Thoughts, 
either of your ſelves or us. It is not that we make any 
great doubt, Whether your L———ps, for the Publick 
ond, might not think fit to caſt ſome ne ſpecious Lares 
25 re. us, in hapes ta bring us down, and then take us 
upon your Fiſt and Hood wink us at Pleaſure: But, my 
we bave not accuſtomed our ſelves to ſtoop to 
any imaginary; Prey inſtead of the real One, Your L—ps 
know very well, or at leaſt we haye given you ſufficient 
Reaſes to be per ſuaded, that we are ever true to our own 
Intereſt, and of all other Societies, the leaſt capable af 
being made a Property, or (in the vulgar Cant) to be made 
Ales to any one, From whence it muſt. follow, in or- 
der to jultify the Sincerity of your L——-ps Proccediogs, 
That if we had, thought it our Intereſt to, ſupport the 
76 ment in this preſex, Juncture of Affairs, it is 
certain, my , that if you had paſſed a hundred 
Bills gainſt as, we. ſhould. have ſtood by and ſupported 
the Government, from the immutable Reaſon of beheving 
it our Tater eſt ſo to do. Og the other fide, if your L——ps 
had paſſed as many more Bills in our Favour, yet if we 
ſhould think it our Iatereſt to decline our Aſſiſtance at any 
Time, we {hould no more bite at your Annuities, though 
you had enlarged them from Three Lives to Three hundred 
Lives,. than we ſhould voluntarily daſh upon a Rock, or 
run our Veſſel upon a Quick- ſand, i hopes to have ſaved 
a poor miſerable Life; and all this, my . ſrom the 
moſt ſacred, the moſt inviolahle and eternal Principle of 


4 


being true to our own Intereſt. 
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But give us leave alſo to tell your Lops, that we 
are not alrogether of ſo mercinary a Spirit, as to mind only 
our Worldly Intereſt. No, no, my L——5s, we have a 
more excellent and ſublime Mark that we aim at, we have 
a more Glorious Race to run, and a Prize ſet before us in- 
finitely more 22 to obtain, to which our Worldly 
Concerns are chiefly ſubſer vient, and in the purſuit where- 
of we never have, nor never (by God's Grace) ſhall faint 
or be diſcouraged. To be plain with you, my ., 
the great End we aim at is, the E. — ent of our A 
ſtolick Church in the Purity of the Doctrine which it pro- 
feſſes; not after a precarious manner, ever wanting tobe 
bolfter'd up with Diſpenſatiunt, Tolerations, and Bills f Oc- 
caſſonal Conformity, but, ay L——$, we hope to ſee it 
Triumphant, as it has been long Military, in this World, and 
all Glorious in the World to come. | on - N. | .* 


f 


Be not alarm'd, my L-—s, at this our frank Decla- 
ration, which you have ſufficient Reaſon to believe is Sin- 
cere: Nor need your L——ps be under any Apprehen- 
ſion or Conſternation at the Steps we have made, and ever 
ſhall be making towards the attaining this ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure ; the Glory of God, and our en Conſeiences oblige 
us to be indefatigable in the purſuit; for, my Lords, you 
may depend upon us, that we will ſhow the ſame Favour 
2nd Brotherly Charity towards the Church of Elund as 
ſhe has ever ſhown to ut, we will mete to you in the ſame 
Meafure that you have meted unto #s. Enlarge your Steps 
then towards us, as we have done towards 90; Let Peace 
and Righteouſneſs kiſs each other in this our Age, all 
things — diſpoſed To ſuch a Bleſſed Union, we are already 
in your Boſoms, and you are obliged to nurſe us in it, you 
cannot ſhake us out. Be not guilty of a dangerous _ 
tretè and impotent Obſtinacy; we have fought 4 good Fight, 
ns and 


* 
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and your L——ps have made a great and long Defence, 
hitherto you have well deſerved the Title of Conragioas ; 

but, my L——s, to ſuffer your ſelves to be taken by 
Storm, when you may have honourable Capitulatiams, is quite 
contrary to the Law of Arms, and you will be lockt upon 
as Criminal Inftruments of your own Misfortunes, rather 
than Gallant Defenders of a Poſt, which you came into by 
a kind of Inn, and which you cannot much longer 
fly m—tain. As to any Re tion in prejudice of the 
2 of S— ent, believe us, we fear it as little as your 

elves. - 


Thus, my ., we have ended our Enquiry into 
the Two aforeſaid main Conſiderations, and upon the whole 
Matter, we have given the Cauſe entirely for your ſelves ; 
that is to ſay, That your rejecting theſe Bills of Oc—29/ 
Coty was not the Effect of an Effeminate Compaſſion, 
nor any little worldly reſpe& to ſerve a Turn, but that 
it proceeded from your Gratitude, Piety and Jaſtice towards 
God, and towards Man. Do not imagine, my L——s, 
we think our ſelves diſpenſed with from the Obligation of. 
paying you our profound Acknowledgments. o, my 

, they are by ſo much the more inhanced, as you 
have fixed whatſoever Favour you intended us, to the Pillar 
of Juſtice, which being Eternal, we return Your L— ps 

roportionably, our Everlaſting Thanks. We humbly beg 
eave in a more particular manner to ſalute the Right 
R d and the Rd the Is 8 al, Who gave 
their Votes for paſſing the forementioned B—s, in the Words 
of St. John the Evangeliſt, dictated by the Holy Spirit to 
the Church of Epheſus, Rev. ii. 5. Remember from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works, or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candleſtict out of 
bis place, except thou repent, + 
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